
The Spiritual Decision Scale

+8 Continued growth, maturity, and service
+7 Continued growth, maturity, and service
+6 Discipleship and service
+5 Exhibiting the fruits and gifts of the Spirit
and service
+4 Christian maturity and service
+3 Christian growth and service
+2 Fellowship in the church
+1 Post-decision evaluation

0 A person's point of conversion or new birth
-1 Repentance and faith in Christ
-2 Decision to act
-3 Personal problem/need recognition
-4 Understanding of the gospel
-5 Increased understanding of the gospel
-6 Some understanding of the gospel
-7 Introduction to the gospel
-8 Sense of a Supreme Being but no
understanding of the gospel

EEvvaannggeelliissmm PPrriinncciipplleess

IInn CChhrriissttiiaann 1122--SStteepp ggrroouuppss oouurr ppuurrppoossee iiss ttoo hheellpp iinnddiivviidduuaallss ffiinndd aa ssaaffee aanndd ssoolliidd ppllaaccee bbyy iinnttrroodduucciinngg

tthheemm ttoo JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt aass aa hhiigghheerr ppoowweerr aanndd lleeaarrnniinngg ttoo ppuutt tthhee 1122--sstteeppss iinnttoo pprraaccttiiccee.. WWhhiillee wwee

rreeccooggnniizzee tthhaatt iinnddiivviidduuaallss ccoommee ffrroomm aa vvaarriieettyy ooff ssppiirriittuuaall bbaacckkggrroouunnddss,, wwee wwaanntt ttoo ooffffeerr tthheemm aann

ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo sseeee hhooww hhaavviinngg aa rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp wwiitthh tthhee LLiivviinngg GGoodd tthhrroouugghh JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt ccaann hhaavvee aa

ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt ppoossiittiivvee iimmppaacctt bbootthh iinn mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg ssoobbrriieettyy aanndd iinn ffiinnddiinngg hheeaalliinngg aanndd ppuurrppoossee iinn oonnee’’ss lliiffee..

WWee bbeelliieevvee tthhaatt iitt iiss tthhee sshhaarriinngg ooff oouurr eexxppeerriieennccee,, ssttrreennggtthh,, aanndd hhooppee tthhaatt wwee bbeesstt ggiivvee wwiittnneessss ttoo tthhiiss

lliivviinngg rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp.. WWee bbeelliieevvee FFrraanncciiss ooff AAssssiissii wwaass ““oonnttoo ssoommeetthhiinngg”” wwhheenn hhee ssaaiidd,, ““PPrreeaacchh tthhee

ggoossppeell aallwwaayyss aanndd wwhheenn nneecceessssaarryy uussee wwoorrddss..”” WWee pprroovviiddee tthheessee ssiimmppllee tthhoouugghhttss aabboouutt eevvaannggeelliissmm

aass aa wwaayy ttoo hheellpp eennggaaggee ppeeooppllee wwhheerree tthheeyy aarree aatt aanndd bbee wwiitthh tthheemm iinn tthhaatt ppllaaccee..

Choose to be actively engaged – Evangelism is a deliberate choice.
– Ask the Lord to lead you to hearts that He is touching.
– Be sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit leading you to people with open hearts.

Begin to engage the conversation
– Listen and get to know them – our focus is on their salvation, not our ministry
– Meet people where they are at – touching their felt needs as you help them journey towards Jesus meeting

their real needs
– Keep it simple
– Avoid “Christianese”
– Tell your experience including Biblical principles

Pray
– Prayer opens the door to effective personal evangelism.
– Prayer also empowers you to discern and overcome demonic opposition to your soul winning efforts
– Prayer ministry for an individual is often their first “experience” of the presence of God for them

personally
– Prayer waters the seed beyond the encounter time

Evangelism and Discipleship as a Process
Arriving at Christian faith is a process that takes time—a process

– Discern where the individual is currently in the
evangelism/discipleship process

– Affirm them there and seek to move them one or two steps
up the ladder

– Ensure that you are prepared with tools for the levels into
which you are leading them so they don’t flounder once
they get there

Note: In selling it takes an average of seven calls to make a sale. How
much more is required to change the total direction of a person's life? This
is why effective evangelism needs to be treated as a process, not just a
single event.


