Friday
AVOIDING EVIL

Most of us would agree that evil is the opposite of good. It
may also be helpful to think of evil as the absence of good.
We live in a mixed-up world where people mix good and
evil for their own purposes, and it is hard to know what
really is evil and what is good. That is why it is so valuable
to have God's Word in the Bible to help us sort out what is
truly evil, and then choose to do good.

Good people are honest and fair in all they do, but those
who are evil lie and cannot be trusted. Evil people use their
words to hurt others, but the words from good people can
save others from danger. The wicked are trapped by their
foolish words, but good people escape from such trouble.
(Proverbs 12:5-6, 13 ERV)

God says that when we lie, we are acting in an evil way. The
same is true when we speak angry, mean, and hurtful
words to another. We need to regularly consult with God
to sort out what is foolish and what is helpful, or we will find
ourselves trapped in trouble we create.

In the Bible, God gives us many examples of good and evil
behaviour. He does this so we can learn how to be safe.
Our task is to learn from these examples and put God’s
proven ways into practice at all times.

People who work for evil make trouble, but those who
plan for peace bring happiness. The Lord will keep good
people safe, but evil people will have many troubles.
(Proverb 12:20-21 ERV)

Knowing the difference between good and evil and making
a choice for good is not always easy or convenient but, if we
ask Him, God will help us to make the right choice.

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, Help me to avoid doing evil things by
practicing what You say is right and good. Give me the wilingness
to pursue good and tum away from evil I acknowledge Your
Presence ever with me and Your guidance in all I do. My desire is to
avoid evil and help others so that all of us can Gve peacefully together.
Amen

Weekend
CHARACTER DEFECT — LYING

The Bible makes it clear that God detests lying. Most of the
time we spent in addiction we did not speak the truth. At
times we also lied by being silent in some situations and
thereby gave a false impression of the truth. There are
various reasons why we lied, some of which are:- to get
what we wanted; to protect ourselves; to protect others; to
get out of trouble. There s a slogan that says, “We are most
like the devil when we lie.”

Do not steal. Do not tell lies. Do not cheat one another.
The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who tell
the truth. (Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs 12:22 NLT)

It is sad when someone is a compulsive liar. People around
them know they cannot be relied on to tell the truth.

An honest witness tells the truth; a false witness tells lies.
Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon
exposed. (Proverbs 12:17, 19 NLT)

Our lives will be transformed if we are willing to bring all the
events of our past into the light of God's forgiveness and
healing grace. Covering up certain incidents is being
untruthful and puts us back into the darkness where we are
subject to relapse. Why not reveal those things that have
the power to oppress us and receive forgiveness and
healing? We can then build a new life on the foundation of
the truth of God’s word.

Prayer: Loving God, I have fallen short in so many ways, please help
me to build my bife on the truth of Your Word. Amen
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Week 43

Monday

LEARNING FROM OUR MISTAKES

We all make mistakes but it's what we do after the mistake
has been made that is the measure of who we are as a
person. Itis no surprise to God that we make mistakes. His
plan for us is not to sit in a corner because we fear making
a mistake. God desires that we limit our mistakes by
seeking to know and do His will in all our affairs and when
we stumble, admit the mistake and learn from it. God
promises us honour when we resolve to take this route.

If you refuse to learn from your mistakes, you will be poor,
and no one will respect you. If you listen when you are
criticized, you will be honored. (Proverbs 13:18 ERV)

Someone composed a simple plan for dealing with
mistakes that had these five actions:- Own it. Apologize.
Accept the consequences. Learn fromit. Let it go.

Don’t quit your job simply because the boss is angry with
you. If you remain calm and helpful, you can correct even
great mistakes. (Ecclesiastes 10:4 ERV)

God made a way for us to deal with our mistakes. Jesus
died that we might be forgiven for our sins and His blood
cleanses us from all past wrongdoing.

But if we confess our sins, God will forgive us. We can trust
God to do this. He always does what is right. He will make
us clean from all the wrong things we have done. (1John
1:9ERV)

Prayer: Heavenly Fathier, Please help me to seek Your will in all that
I do and to work fuard and make as few errors as possible. When I do
make a mistake, give me the courage to admit it and deal with it
quickly, and then let it go. Amen
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