Friday
CHRISTMAS MUSIC

Those who have been ransomed by the Lord will return.
They will enter Jerusalem singing, crowned with
everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and
they will be filled with joy and gladness. (lsaiah 35:10 NLT)

Christmas and music - they just go together, don't they?
'Mary's Boy Child', a modern Christmas carol is a favorite of
many people. It was written by Jester Hairston, a grandson
of American slaves. Jester knew that, despite the injustice
and pain suffered by his ancestors, God's love overcomes
all things.

“Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible said, Mary's
boy child Jesus Christ, was born on Christmas Day. .... Now
Joseph and his wife, Mary, came to Bethlehem that night,
They found no place to bear her child, not a single room was
in sight. By and by they found a little nook in a stable all
forlorn, And in @ manger cold and dark, Mary's little boy
child was born.”

There is still hatred and violence in our world today.
However, God's unfailing love will overcome and bring
salvation and eternal life for all who believe in the finished
work of Jesus who came into this world as a baby, just as
each one of us did. Whether it’s individuals struggling with
addiction, homeless people living on the streets, refugees
fleeing violence and terror attacks, or people caught up in
the insecurity of finances needed for everyday living, God
comes to let us know He is with us. God has a life planned
for us that will last forever. Jesus was triumphant over all
injustice. Because Jesus lives for evermore, we also will live
for evermore. That’s truly worth singing about, isn’t it?

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—-of whom
I am the worst. (1 Timothy 1;15 NIV)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending Jesus to earth; to
save us. Fe was not born into luxury but was born in a cold dark,
stable. You chose Jesus’ birthplace and we believe it was to give us
fiope that whatever our circumstances, You have a plan for us, for
You are Immanuel, God with us. Amen

Weekend
ORDINARY DAY IN AN ORDINARY WEEK

Is it possible that God could do something so wonderful in
us today that our lives would impact history for the
Kingdom of God? How might we live in this ordinary day
that would make us available for the extraordinary?

Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill
his promises to her! (Luke 1:45 NIV)

God had an extraordinary day planned for Mary when He
sent the angel Gabriel to tell her she would conceive God'’s
Son and give birth to the Saviour of the world. While shock,
confusion and fear may have been some of her initial
feelings, Mary was quick to embrace God’s plan for her. Her
response to the angel's news was, “/ am the Lord’s
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” (Luke 1:38a NIV)

Mary saw herself as the Lord’s servant, willing to do
whatever He asked. She wasn’t concerned about what her
parents might think, or even her friends. Mary’s confidence
was in her knowledge of God and His perfect love for her.

God has wonderful plans for each one of us just like He had
for Mary. As we follow Him, His plans may gradually be
revealed to us, or they may leap into our lives in an instant.

Today is an extraordinary day because the living God is
making His good plans known to us. Just like it was for
Mary, this ordinary day may become a not-so-ordinary day
if we are willing to embrace God’s plan for our lives and
allow God to work in us.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Together with Mary I pray, “May your
word to me be fulfilled.” Help me to trust You and embrace the
extraordinary things You desire to do in my seemingly ordinary fife.
Amen
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Monday
PRINCIPLES BEFORE PERSONALITIES

As the Twelve Traditions are read at meetings we attend,
we usually join the reader on the final phrase with the
words, “principles before personalities.”

God sees all of us as individuals. We don’t have to be rich
or famous. God finds the little ones, the hurting ones, the
forgotten ones, and does such amazing things in each of our
lives that generations down the line will have stories to tell
of how we were blessed and were also a blessing to others.
This is the Christmas story and Mary’s role in it.

Mary: Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior! For he took notice of his lowly
servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me
blessed. For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great
things for me. He shows mercy from generation to
generation to all who fear him. (Luke 1:46-50 NLT)

We are the most unlikely of persons to influence others for
good and yet that’s exactly who we are because it is
“principles before personalities” and the principle that God
operates on is that He can make something wonderful out
of every life surrendered to Him. It’s not our own strength
we rely on because we know we are powerless, but the
Mighty One, the God who did great things for Mary, is also
ready and able to do great things for us. With Mary our
hearts respond and say, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord,
how my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.”

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I desire to be a person who is Known for
great good rather than for great harm. Thank You for taking notice

of me and for doing great things in and for me. Help me to be a person
who will do great things for others because You lve in me. Amen
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