FRIDAY

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Happy New Year! One of the ways people seek to make
the New Year better than the old one, is to make New
Year's resolutions which are commitments to personal
goals, projects, or the reforming of a habit. The only
problem with looking to self-determined New Year's
resolutions is that statistics tell us that after only 9 days
there is a 75% failure rate in keeping the resolutions.

If we think that's bad news, what about the statistic that
tells us that 100% of people fail to live according to God's
righteous laws? The result of that failure isn't just a few
more pounds in weight on our bodies or a little more debt
— it means death and eternal separation from God.

It is no wonder that we love to celebrate Christmas—the
birth of Jesus Christ. It is truly a wonderful life-changing
event because the Bible tells us:-But when the right time
came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the
law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves
to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own
children. (Galatians 4:4-5 NLT)

Today is a good day to seek restoration with the God who
created us, who alone can "open up our future and close
our past." If we accept Jesus’ death on the cross as
payment for our sins, we are assured of God’s forgiveness,
and will experience life with Him forever. May this New
Year’s Day of 2027 be the beginning of a truly “Happy New
Year” for each of us.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your beloved son Jesus who
was willing to pay the debt of death for my sin. I choose to surrender my
will and life into Your care and trust that as I faithfully follow You, Your
good plans for my future will open up, and the year ahead will be my best
year yet. Amen
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Weekend
HAPPY NEW YEAR - EVERY DAY

Today as we begin to embrace this New Year and recover
from the festivities of saying good-bye to the old year, let
us reflect on what we would like to achieve in the months
ahead. How can we do as Jesus commanded, and choose
to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all our strength, and to love our neighbour as
ourselves? God loved us so much that He sent His son
Jesus into the world to be our saviour. We can ask God to
teach us how to love as He loves. Our Loving God will
show us what needs changing and how to go about it.

Love covers a multitude of sins and goes beyond mere
words. Sometimes love is demonstrated in silence, or in an
understanding touch as one comes alongside another who
has strayed from the recovery path. Love doesn’t point a
finger of accusation but encourages the one who has
relapsed to get back on the road and continue the
journey.

I cried to the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from
His holy hill. Fear not, for | am with you; Be not dismayed,
for I am your God. | will strengthen you, Yes, | will help
you, | will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’
(Psalms 3:4; Isaiah 41:10 NKJV)

We have a wonderful opportunity today, and in each day
of this year, to be effective witnesses to God'’s love for us
and our life with Him in recovery. To achieve this, we must
daily spend time with God in His word and seek His
direction for our lives. Welcoming the input of others will
help as well. As we humbly and gently share our message,
and learn from the experience, strength, and hope of
others, one moment at a time, one day at a time, we will
build our lives and have a successful, satisfying year.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, As I go forward in this new year I purposefully
put my hand into Your hand and choose to walk with You in the path
You have prepared for me. I welcome Your Holy Spirit to be my guide in
the way I should take. Amen

LIFE WITH GOD
IN RECOVERY
DAILY MEDITATIONS

‘Week Between Christmas and New Years

Monday
GETTING HELP AND GIVING THANKS

Those of us who have acted on the saying, “God could and
would, if He were sought”, have witnessed the blessing of
God in our lives. In our desperation we sought God about
our powerlessness over what was going on and are
thankful for His counsel, compassion, and love, as He
showed us how to live in freedom from the bondage to
our addiction. Through faith in Jesus, God received us into
His family and now we are thankful to be called sons and
daughters of our Heavenly Father.

1 will praise God’s name by singing to him. | will bring him glory
by giving him thanks. That will please the Lord more than
offering him an ox. It will please him more than offering him a
bull with its horns and hooves. Poor people will see it and be
glad. The hearts of those who worship God will be
strengthened. The Lord hears those who are in need. He doesn’t
forget his people in prison. Let heaven and earth praise him. Let
the oceans and everything that moves in them praise him.
(Psalm 69:30-34 NIRV)

God cared so deeply about the state of the souls of the
people He created that He sent Jesus into the world to
reconcile us to Himself. God is not willing that any person
should perish but that all would receive the gift of life
forevermore. It is most comforting to know that costly
sacrifices are not required to please God. It's our
thankfulness that brings Him glory.

Our aim should be to walk with God in righteousness and
true holiness. If, for whatever reason, we fail to keep His
ways, He invites us to humbly come before Him and ask
for His mercy and forgiveness. When we do, He will be
faithful to forgive and restore us. God is on our side and
always deals graciously with us. Therefore, as His sons and
daughters who have breath, let us unceasingly praise the
Lord. He is good, and His love endures forever.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I give You praise and thanks that when I am
in trouble and call on You, You answer me and show Yourself strong on
my behalf. Amen
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