FRIDAY
JESUS IS BORN FOR US

Jesus is born — born for us. The God who created heaven
and earth put on flesh and was born in humble
circumstances so we could experience love and find hope
for a relationship with God that lasts forever. None of the
activities of this day can even come close to the awe and
wonder of what took place on that holy night more than
2,000 years ago, and all that it offers to us today. Jesus is
the best gift, the gift that keeps on giving!!

The virgin will be pregnant and will give birth to a son.
They will name him Immanuel. (Immanuel means God
with us.) Today your Savior was born in David’s town. He
is the Messiah, the Lord. (Matthew 1:23 ERV, Luke 2:11 ERV)

What lavish love God has for all of humanity and for each
of us, that He would send His only Son to be with us. What
depth of willingness Jesus showed in voluntarily laying
down all the honour and worship of heaven to be born as
a vulnerable baby in the care of displaced parents. How
wonderful that God first announced Jesus’ birth to the
lowest of the low in the culture — the shepherds — and
gave them the wonderful task of joyfully sharing the news
with others in their community. Jesus was born, not in a
palace but in an animal shelter. He was wrapped in rags
and rested in a feeding trough — a manger. God
understands our vulnerability, our simple surroundings,
our extraordinary life circumstances, and chooses to enter
in and share them with us in a way that fills our hearts and
lives with awe and wonder. God is with us.

May our knowledge of the birth of Jesus fill us once again
with faith, with renewed purpose, and encourage us to
carry the message of God’s love and salvation to everyone
we meet.

Prayer: Loving God, I meditate again on Your amazing love for me that
brought You to earth on that first Christmas. I pray to leave behind
anything that would distract me from receiving the gift of life You have
given me. Thank You for the greatest gift humanity has ever received — a
gift for each of us — to transform our hearts and lives and fill us with
hape. I choose to receive this gift today with great gratitude. Amen
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Weekend
ORDINARY LIVES NO MORE

After all the hype and preparation for Christmas we now
get back to quieter days before the New Year celebration.
The shepherds who were visited by angels were back on
the hillsides looking after their sheep and yet they would
never be the same again because they had looked on
Jesus, the newborn baby the angels had told them about.
Mary and Joseph likely wore the same clothes, had the
same hair styles, and were just as poor the day after Jesus
was born as the day before and yet they too were
dramatically changed by the birth of the child Mary
brought into the world. How were we impacted by the
celebration of the birth of the prophesied Saviour?
Perhaps today is a day to assess our everyday lives and
seek God to give us direction and purpose for the year
ahead.

God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become
like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many
brothers and sisters. And having chosen them, he called them to
come to him. And having called them, he gave them right
standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he
gave them his glory. (Romans 8:29-30 NLT)

We are ordinary people but when we encounter God we become
those who are dramatically changed forever. The guilt and shame
of our past sin is removed, and we are given right standing with
God. We have been set free from the power of Satan and can
stand firm in the dignity, honour, and acceptance of God who
declares us whole persons in Christ Jesus.

You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was
recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a
single day had passed. (Psalm 139:16 NLT)

While we don’t yet know the full story of our lives any
more than the shepherds and Mary and Joseph knew
theirs, God knows what is coming and He is preparing us
by working deep within our souls to give us everything we
need, so our ordinary lives shine brightly in a way that
attracts others to this same wonderful relationship with
God through Jesus.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, You know every day of my life, past, present
and future. As ordinary as it may seem to me or others, help me to trust
that You are working in me to do something that is wonderful that will
have a lasting impact for good. Amen
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What came first, the chicken or the egg? When we called
out to God in our powerlessness, did we suddenly show
up on His “locating system” or was He already waiting for
us to call so He could help us? From before we were
conceived in our mother's womb God knew us and was
reaching out and available to help us.

I reached out day after day to a people who turned their backs
on me, People who make wrong turns, who insist on doing
things their own way. (Isaiah 65:2 MSG)

God knew all about the virgin Mary before she knew that
she had found favour with Him. It was quite a surprise to
Mary to be visited by an angel and told that she was to
conceive a child by the power of the Holy Spirit, and that
this was God’s plan for her life. Mary was available to God
to follow the direction He had for her life, even in these
unexplainable circumstances. Are we available to God to
follow the direction He has for our lives, even if the timing
is inconvenient?

..the angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear. God
has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give birth
to a son and call his name Jesus. And Mary said, Yes, | see it all
now: ’'m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it be with me just
as you say. (Luke 1:30-31, 38 MSG)

To know what God’s will is for our lives, we need to be available
to Him through prayer and meditation on His Word. As we build
our relationship with God, He will show us His plan for our life
and, as we become willing to do what He says, He will give us the
will and the desire to fulfill what He has planned.

Because we know that this extraordinary day is just ahead, we
pray for you all the time—pray that our God will make you fit
for what he’s called you to be, pray that he’ll fill your good ideas
and acts of faith with his own energy so that it all amounts to
something. (2 Thessalonians 1:11 MSG)

Prayer: Heavenky Father, My desire is to Rnow Your will for my fe
and to be willing and available to do whatever You say. Please felp

me! Amen
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