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THE RICH RETURN FROM BEING GENEROUS

God has made many promises, some of which are conditional on

our obedience to do what He says. One of God's promises tells us

that, as we bless others, He will give us back abundantly above all

that we have given. Some of us are afraid to share or give to

others fearing we will not have enough left over for ourselves. In

God's Kingdom the opposite is true. He says the more we give,

the more we will receive.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that

in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will

abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:7-8 NIV)

When we were living a destructive lifestyle, some of us benefited

from the generosity of others. People helped us through

monetary contributions to charities which prepared meals or
to help keen

maintained shelters. Some donated clothing to help keep us

warm. God returns excessive interest on what is given to help

others so we should all be seeking to give more rather than

stockpiling what we have.

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to

you. (Luke 6:38 NIV)

Some of us get caught up in putting our trust in gambling rather

than God. We hand over our money in the hope of winning an
toniti thin thaontrihuto

amount that is significantly more than the wager we contribute.

Statistics tell us the odds of winning are limited, and most of us

lose what we put in. This, however, does not stop people
gambling. God's promises on the other hand are trustworthy. The

way to having more than enough for all our needs is to trust

God's word and act on it.

Riches and honor  come from you alone, and you are the ruler of
all mankind. (1 Chronicles 29:12a TLB)

Prayer: Loving God, Protect me from a poverty mentalty that keeps
me  from sharing what  I have with others. Please give me a generous
heart and help me to trust You for the abundant blessings You

promise when I do things Your way. Amen
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Weekend

LIVING SOBER -FACING PEER PRESSURE

At one time or another all of us have surrendered to peer

pressure. We may not have wanted to do what our peers were

planning to do, but went along with them because we did not
want to cause a fuss or be ridiculed. To take a stand on moral

grounds, or for the sake of  our own well-being, is usually frowned

on by peers who want us to join them in doing what they want to

do. How do we handle a situation like this when we are trying to

stay clean and sober?

Stay away from the evil things a young person like you typically
wants to do. Do your best to live right and to have faith, love,

and peace, together with others who trust in the Lord with pure
hearts. (2 Timothy 2:22 ERV)

When a person wants to become competent or

professional in a sport they enjoy, they need to plan how

they are going to achieve their goal. Training in the art of

the sport and physical fitness together with a strict meal
regime, will all be part of their scheduled program. If they
allow peer pressure to mess up their training, then the

person is giving up their goal to please their peers. Life is
all about choices and we all need to plan how we will

handle opposition to the principles we have set for our

life.

Dear friend, listen well to my words; tune your ears to my voice.

Keep my message in plain view at all times. Concentrate! Learn

it by heart! Those who discover these words live, really live;

body and soul, they're bursting with health. Keep vigilant watch

over your heart; that's where life starts. (Proverbs 4:20-23 MSG)

Sometimes peer pressure can be good for us. We have

peers who are qualified to coach us in the best path for

our life. They will encourage us to do the right thing by
sharing their experience, strength, and hope with us.

Together, with God's Word as our guide, we cannot fail.

How can a young person live ea a clean life? By carefully reading
the map of your Word. (Psalm 119:9 MSG)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Please help me to keep the good plans I
make for my life and not to be swayed by peer pressure to mess up.

Help me to set a good example with my choices and behaviour, even

in a moment ofof pressure, soso that others may see a better way
forward. Amen
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WHO HAS AUTHORITY IN MY LIFE?

God's purpose in creating humans in His likeness was that they

would live in loving relationship with Him and with each other. Не

formed the earth for humans to dwell in and wanted them to live

well and have fullness of life in the beautiful environment He
igh Sstan's lise and echaming a

created. However, through Satan's lies and scheming, he

managed to make the first humans believe that God was

withholding something good from them.

God created mankind in his own image,image, in the image of God he created

them; ; male mo and  female he created them. (Genesis 1:27 NIV)

Satan, a created angel, was once in a place of great importance

before the the throne of God but because he became prideful and
him that

wanted to elevate himself to having similar authority to that

which God has, he was cast  out of heaven.

"I will ascend above the heights of  the clouds; I will make myself like the

Most High."  (Isaiah 14:14 NIV)

Now Satan roams the earth seeking to deceive and destroy
humans who are made in the image of God. When we follow the

desires of our own heart, whether in an addictive lifestyle or  just
igngring the God who created us we are Satan to baveignoring the God who created us, we are allowing Satan to have

authority in our lives. We are saying by our actions that we have
found a person, a substance, or a thing that is better than what

God has generously provided for us.

Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor. Don't be selfish;
don't try to pimpress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than

yourselves. (Proverbs 29:23, Philippians 2:3 NLT)

Today, let's reflect on the God who created us and loves

and cares for us, and then purposefully decide who we

really want to have authority over our lives.

Prayer. Heavenly Father, I want Your plans and purposes to shape

my life and  how I live today, and every day. Give me understanding
of Your Word as recorded in the Bible and reveal to me Your plan

and purpose  for my life so I may  follow Your principles in all  I do or

say. Amen




