FRIDAY
FEARLESSLY BRINGING EVERYTHING TO THE LIGHT

When we begin a searching and fearless moral inventory, we
often list the obvious things we know that are not in keeping with
God's will. If the inventory is to be a fearless and moral one, we
need to allow ourselves to look at those events in our life which
we have chosen to keep hidden in the darkness of our soul. These
are usually events that caused us to feel guilt and shame and
which we want to keep hidden from others.

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your
faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. Do not
bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is
righteous before you. (Psalm 143:1-2 NIV)

Because of our fear of Step 5, completing an all-inclusive moral
inventory is intimidating, for it means revealing those things we
have kept hidden to another human being. As fear overwhelms
us, we often choose to do a partial inventory rather than bring to
light those things that cause us guilt and shame. We forget the
importance of the first three steps which brought the power of
God into our lives. If we believe God is who He says He is, and
that through Jesus all our sins have been forgiven, and that the
Holy Spirit of God now lives within us, then we need not fear a
human being.

The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground; he makes
me dwell in the darkness like those long dead. So my spirit
grows faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed. (Psalm
143:3-4 NIV)

The enemy of our soul wants us to live in fear and keep the things
that cause us pain hidden. We will sink under the weight of guilt if
we choose to allow these events to remain in the darkness of our
soul. Jesus came into the world as a light so that those who
believe in Him will not stay in darkness.

I came into this world as a light. | came so that everyone who
believes in me will not stay in darkness. (John 12:46 ERV)

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Please help me to make a truthful moral inventory
so I can be free from the accusations of the evil one. I believe that You
are the light of the world and I want to walk in the light as You are in the
light. Amen
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‘Weekend
HUMILITY

When we notice the shortcomings in our character, do we
immediately have a sense of remorse or are we more likely to try
to justify them? Some of us attribute our shortcomings to the
impact of our harmful life experiences. We believe we are this
way because others injured us or did not meet our needs. We
play the blame game and allow ourselves to act in irresponsible
ways. To truthfully identify our shortcomings, we need to humble
ourselves and see our behaviour in the light of God’s principles
for living life to the full.

The Lord is good and does what is right; he shows the
proper path to those who go astray. He leads the humble
in doing right, teaching them his way. The Lord leads
with unfailing love and faithfulness all who keep his
covenant and obey his demands. (Psalm 25:8-10 NLT)

To humbly ask God to remove our shortcomings we must
first be aware of how different our behaviour is from
God’s principles for experiencing life to the full. Whether
we have done a formal inventory or have just reviewed
our day, we need to admit that our shortcomings are
negatively impacting us and those we encounter on our
journey. Only the power of the Holy Spirit working in us
will enable us to change our ways and help us become the
person that God created us to be.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
(1John 1:9 NIV)

Without God we can do nothing. We need God’s help to
identify our shortcomings and the power of the Holy Spirit
to give us the will and the courage to remove them. To
experience life as God intends, we need to leave behind
our flawed knowledge and stubborn pride. It's time to
view our life through the lens of truth. God’s way will be
different from what we have known and acted on in the
past but, as we humbly submit to it, it is the sure way to
victory over our harmful self-absorption.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Without Fou I can do nothing 7 humbly ask
You 1o remove my character defects and help me live in a way that
thonours Fou and others I come into contact with. Amern
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Monday
FORGIVING AS WE HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN

Jesus said that the greatest commandment is, to love God with all
our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind. And the second
is like it, to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. When we
accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour, God forgave all our
wrongdoing. Through prayer and reading the Scriptures, we
begin to grow in our loving relationship with God, and our hearts
were filled with thanks for all that He had done for us.

Then he (Jesus) took a cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to
them. “Drink it, all of you,” he said; “this is my blood, which
seals God's covenant, my blood poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. (Matthew 26:27-28 GNT)

We know about God’s great love for us and our love for Him, but how do
we feel about loving our neighbour, especially a person who has harmed
us? To teach us about forgiving as we have been forgiven, Jesus told a
story about an unforgiving servant. This story tells of a servant who was
unable to pay a huge debt he owed to the king and the king generously
forgave the debt he owed. Then he went out and met a fellow servant
who owed him a small debt in comparison. This servant who was forgiven
was unwilling to forgive his fellow servant and had him put in prison. The
king was not happy when he heard this and had the servant who would
not forgive put in prison where he was turned over to the torturers.

And Jesus concluded, “That is how my Father in heaven will treat every
one of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” (Matthew
18:35 GNT)

Because of God’s great love for us Jesus came into the
world to pay our sin debt and restore our relationship with
God. Jesus taught that we are to ask God to forgive our
wrongs as we forgive those who have wronged us. If we
are unwilling to forgive those who have wronged us, how
can we expect God to forgive us?

And when you stand and pray, forgive anything you may have against
anyone, so that your Father in heaven will forgive the wrongs you have
done. (Mark 11:25 GNT)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that I struggle to forgive those who have
harmed me. In Your mercy, fill me with the grace to forgive others as I have been
Jforgiven by You. Amen
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